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ROMAN JAKOBSON

MEDIEVAL MOCK MYSTERY

(The Old Czech Unguentarius)!

Qu’il s’agisse donc du noyau liturgo-
dramatique qu’a constitué la commémo-
ration de la naissance du Sauveur, ou
bien de celui qui se rattache & sa mort
et & sa résurrection, ’élément comique
est en germe dans les premiers dévelop-
pements scéniques qu’a connus I'Eglise,
comme ces développements sont, en
quelque sorte, latents dans la liturgie.

M. Wilmotte

De notre temps, sans doute, ou tout
s’est laicisé ou se laicise, m&me I'obscé-
nité, de pareils usages ne sont que des
indécences ... S. Reinach

According to Henri Bergson, “‘a man who was once asked why he did not weep at
a sermon when everybody else was shedding tears, replied, ‘I don’t belong to the
parish!'” The philosopher adds, “What that man thought of tears would be still
more true of laughter.” In the acculturation of European immigrants to America
one of the most painful processes to be undergone is the grasping of what is langh-
able in the comics. A well-known joke defines a foreigner as a man who laughs al
everything but a joke.

What Bergson said of laughter would be still more true if we add temporal to
spacial displacement and attempt to share the “‘complicity” with laughers of the
distant past, where everything may be different — the range of admitted and usual
objects for laughter, the various aims of laughter, the diverse attitudes to its targets,
the changeable technique of the comic. In order to facilitate a complete acquaint-
ance with a human face, the police rogues’ galleries juxtapose two photographs —
full-face and profile, while Picasso’s double-faced portraits present bolh aspects
simultaneously. Thus for us, both the profile and the so-called ‘“‘full-face” are

1 T wish to thank my colleagues, Hugh McLean, Meyer Schapiro, Bartlett Jere
Whiting and Harry Austryn Wolfson, for the valuable information which they gave
me, and my students, Ella Pacaluyko and Laurence Scott, for their kind assistance.
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POMAH SKOBCOH

M3YYEHHE CJIABSHCKMX SI3bIKOB U CPABHMTEJIbHOE
_ CJIABSHOBEIEHHME B COEAMHEHHLIX LUTATAX AMEPUKH
;] 3A [NOCJIEBOEHHOE JECATWJIETHUE

-

Heasas se coraacuthes ¢ Buktopom Baaaumuposusem Bunorpaznosbim,
: B CBOEM COJEpPKATeJNbHOM IOKJI2Je Heo6XOAMMOCThH Tec-
MEEIYE3ADOAHOr0 COTPYJAHHYECTBA B CJAaBsHOBeAYecKoi pabore.
¥I0ARUM0HM3M 3J0BDeJ]EH B CJAABUCTHKE, Kak ¥ B J1060# apyroi
Typecl aesteabsoctd. Ho msyuas caassHckuii mup, Kaxnaas crpana
T ca0l opuruHanbsblit BKaax B o6uinii waygusiit Goux. CBoeoGpasue
saasns onpeaensieTcs cneu(uueckumy OCOGEHHOCTSAMH MECTHOM

: ¥ Tpajguliug,
HasmnaR C TPUJANATBIX FONOB NPOLULIOrO BEKa, WMMHTPHPOBABIIA
= Coeamucnnble 1lTaThl 1096 NepBOro XapLKoBckoro npedeccopa MOAUTH-
secwofl sxoHoMuM, Hemua (ol SIko6Ga, Tepesa AnnGepruna Jlyusa PoGun-
CO®-T348H, CBOMMH OCHOBATEIEHBLIMH U OPUTHHA/IBHBIMH 0630PaMH CA3BTHCKAX
AMTEPATYD M HAPOAHON CNOBECHOCTH OTKPhIBANA AMEPUKAHCKOMY OOLIECTBY
woseifl 1ast Hero mup. Takme samedarenbrble COGpaHusi CA4BSHCKMX, 0CO-
GEMNO PYCCKMX KHHT M pyKonuceil, kak Hanpumep Koaiexuun [apBapackoro,
a:ioro, Kanudopuuiickoro u Crardopackoro ynusepcureros, Heio-
Koil ny6anunoit 6ubaMOTeKH M, NPEXKIE BCEr0, UCKIOYMTEABHOE MO
Sorarcrey caassHckoe oTaenesune Bubamorexu Konrpecca s Bammunrrone,
CBHAETENLCTBYET O JABHMIUHEM W HENPEPLIBHOM MHTEpece K 3Toifl obaacTu.
KOMNETEHTHOTO NOCETHTENsI 9THX KHUTOXPAHHAMIL XAYT HA KAXKAOM IIary
BCTHHEBIE CIOPIPHM3H, K4K HanpuMep €JBa JM He €JHHCTBeHHbII B Mmpe
mo csoeii noasoTe rapsapAckuii moxbop caOBEUKMX nyO6auxaunid aessT-
S2IU3TOrO BEKA JIO JMCTOBOK M penyaliinX aJbMaHAXOB BKAKYATENLHO'.
Tem He MEHEe MOXKHO CKAa3aTh, YTO 34 EJMHUUHBIMH HCKNIOYEHASIMU
MIYSEHME CJHABAHCKMX $3BIKOB M JHMTEPATYP OCTaBAJOCH A0 HEHAABHErO
SpemEnM HA NepU(PEPUH AMEPHKAHCKUX HAYYHBLIX 3auaThil. TOAbKO B HBIHEIL-
HEM CTOAETHH, OCOGEHHO Nocae nepaoi MHDPOBOIl BOWHD], PAa3BUIH CBOIO
AESTEALHOCTH MEPBbIE OYATM CJA4BSIHOBENEHHS] B AMEPHKAHCKAX YHUBEPCH-
verax — lapeapackom, Kaandopuulickow u Konym6uiickom, nepBoHauansuo
Takme B Yakarckom ynusepcurere, Bee e A5 MexIyBOEHHOrO nepuoja

D, Clievske', «The Slovak collection of the Harvard College Library*, Harvard
Library Bulletin, VI1 (1953). .
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